Development of Contemporary Prints
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Japanese artists such as KOMAI Tetsuro, MUNAKATA Shiko and
HAMAGUCHI Yozo in international art competitions like Sdo Paulo

Biennial, prints drew attention anew in Japan as an important genre of
contemporary art. In 1957, the International Biennial Exhibition of Prints

in Tokyo was launched, which became one of the earliest international
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art competitions in Japan. During the 1960s, pop art dominated the art

scene in the context of the mass consumption societies, and print art

were employed in order to express “copied” or “reproduced” images.

In the 1970s, contemporary avant-garde artists in the field of conceptual

art adopted the properties of prints positively to their styles. Moreover,
A YOKOO Tadanori, number of art galleries and collectors with expertise in

The 6th international
biennial exhibition of  prints increased, many print workshops were opened,

prints inTokyo, 1968
and several print-magazines published their first issues.
Such trend was a social phenomenon so-called “print-boom.”
his exhibition looks back the development from 1950s to 1970s with
actual print works and reexamines the works by domestic prize-winners
in Biennial Exhibition of Prints in Wakayama which our museum held five times
from 1985. The peculiarity of the biennial exhibitions is described with the

following two conditions of application: monotype prints were accepted, not

being restricted to multiplicity, and the limitation of the size was not specified,
which changed the direction of existing concept of prints toward its expansion.
echnical innovation today has been changing the conception of prints rapidly. Then, where would the = A YAMAMOTO Yoko,

To the park, 1978

modernity of prints take its course? This exhibition is the opportunity to consider the question.
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