








Preservation / Education Museum Activities in Wakayama

The Working Group for Promoting Activities of Prefectural Museums in Wakayama
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On the Occasion of Publication

We are proud to announce to you the publication of Preservation / Education - Museum

Activities in Wakayama.

The history of museums in Japan began in the Meiji era, when the country opened itself to
the outside world, and introduced and adapted various systems from Western countries.
National museums were expected to play an important role in educating citizens extensively
through new technologies and industries exhibited at expositions held inside and outside
the country. This was accompanied by the establishment of a system in which museums

played a pivotal role in collecting cultural properties as national treasures.

However, it was not until the end of the Pacific War when museums began to be
established nationwide. To transform Japan into a democratic country and to foster
functional members of such a society, local public entities were encouraged to establish
museums as a place for social education under the Fundamental Law of Education. From
the 1960s to the 1980s, the number of museums in Japan grew in step with the growing

Japanese population and economy.

Now, about half a century later, Japanese society is at a major turning point. Population
decline, aging society, natural disasters, and environmental destruction — problems
confronting Japan today — are not specific to Japan alone, but are found throughout the
world. It goes without saying that museums are required not only to preserve their
collections, conduct surveys and research on them, and promote educational activities, but
also to pay even more active attention to numerous social problems, and work toward

solutions.

With this background, this book provides you with case studies showing the situation in
Wakayama Prefecture, in order to share various ideas with those concerned with domestic
and overseas museums. To this end, while presenting the basic form of the typical
Japanese museum operating organization, which is different from overseas, the book
articulates regional problems in the prefecture of Wakayama. In addition, the book
introduces the purposes of activities of museums and related organizations in Wakayama
from the three perspectives of “preservation” ; “education” ; and “museum for everyone” in

between.

We hope that this book will be of use, if only a little, in solving problems faced by

museums in respective regions around the world.
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Geographical and Historical Setting of Wakayama Prefecture

Wakayama Prefecture occupies the western half of the Kii Peninsula, which protrudes
from the mainland of the Japanese Archipelago at the land’s southernmost point.
Abounding with lush mountains and forests, the peninsula was once called Ki-no-kuni

(tree country) for its richness in timber resources.

While enjoying blessings coming from a mild climate and bountiful aquatic resources
brought by the Kuroshio Current, the southern part of the peninsula is one of the
highest rainfall areas in Japan, forcing the area to face a harsh aspect of the natural

environment.

Amid this magnificent natural environment, religiously significant spots have been
interspersed since ancient times. In the northern district is Mount Koya, settled by
Kukai in 816 as the sacred ground of the Esoteric Buddhism he founded, while the
southern district is home to Kumano Sanzan (three Grand Shrines) drawing many
visitors from around Japan. Both of these holy sites, together with the routes leading to
them, have been inscribed as Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain
Range in UNESCO's World Heritage list.
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Museums and Regional Cities in Japan

In Japan, all prefectures and many municipalities have prefectural or municipal, i.e. public
museums. (A “museum” means not only a history museum, but also an art museum, an
archive, etc.) Behind this situation is the enactment of the Japanese museum law
immediately after the end of the Second World War. The law encourages museums to be
established as a place of social education, which should be provided together with school
education by the local governments. Consequently, local governments have established
museums and placed them under the jurisdiction of their boards of education. This shows
that from the beginning of their histories, many Japanese museums are regulated to operate
with tax revenues in their communities and assume part of the responsibility of public
education. It is rare elsewhere in the world that the legal grounds for establishing museums
lie in education.

Now that more than half a century has passed since the promulgation of the museum law,
what has become of museums in Japan? According to a social education survey conducted
in 2015, it is estimated that organizations that can be categorized into public museums total
approximately 4,300. Of course, these museums vary in scale, including even facilities
without specialist staff members. However, considering that there are less than 200 national
museums and slightly more than 450 private museums, it is evident that the operation of
public museums has a great impact in Japanese museum activities as a whole. In other
words, it is necessary for many museums, while directly facing the situation and challenges
of the local governments that have established them, to continue to present society with the
significance of their own existence.

Presently, Wakayama Prefecture is tackling mainly the challenges of an aging population,
an accelerating population decline, and the need for disaster risk reduction. The prefectural
population has been shrinking year by year since 2010, when it fell below 1 million.
Approximately 40% of the small population—only one-fourteenths that of Tokyo—live in
Wakayama City, with population decline accelerating in other areas. Moreover, it is
expected that the population of the prefecture will be less than 0.6 million in 40 years. This
critical situation is found not only in Wakayama but also in many other parts of Japan. How
can museums, based on educational standpoint, contribute to overcoming these

challenges? From the next chapter, we introduce the ideas we have.
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Cultural properties serve as evidence of the histories of their respective communities,
and need to be looked back on in order to create an even better future.

This is because if we fail to preserve cultural properties

and hand them down to the next generation,

it will follow that people in the future will be deprived of their histories.

We need to be.awaredhat problems_found not only in Wakayama

but also in many other rural areas in _Jap'an, including an aging population,
population decline, population outflow, and natural disasters,

are risk factors that miQ:ht lead to such a deprivation.

The 10 ex.amplles introdug_ed in this chapter representyactivities

condueted by museu_ms..:to directly address these problems.

Allgthese activities .arel underpinned by many citizens.

Implementing activities to run the cycle of preserving cultural properties

and then ensuring that citizens can learn about the significance of such preservation

— this is one of the ideal visions

to be achieved through museum education in Waka;"/ama Prefecture.
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1) MROERETERLBH R

Anti-Theft Measures Using Replicas of Buddhist Statues

HALTIMEZEHDSFBH1=DHIC

To involve everyone in protecting Buddhist statues from theft

EATER Basic information

EBER MRS EYEE. MFLBr LTS Core members: Wakayama Prefectural Museum, Wakayama Technical

BEFR. ALK High School, and Wakayama University

SEBEAR: 20128 DS HkFL TEIC2~31F Active period: A few cases a year since 2012

F—7—F Key words

(b, BEE. LTV, PRER . LB AF 21— Buddhist statue, theft, replica, school partnership, and cultural property
rescue

01 FEFFORERIINRALE () L5 HDVIME (B)

Seated statue of the Bhaisajyaguru, Yakushiji Temple (left) and reproduction (right)
02 BHWEEZIEERDOER

Temple where a theft has just taken place

03 3DAFvF—TatfllT B@mIRES

High school students making measurements with 3D scanners
04 CADV7h%#E>TIDT—REVEDVEDHET S

Adjusting each element of 3D data with CAD software
05 AZHERSVTA7ICLBHEIEE

University volunteer students applying paints
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The completed replica is dedicated to the relevant temple by the high school and university students involved in the reproduction
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BEFPMEDDHY . EIICIIHEEDORERE THA
SNTELALMEDPRESNTVET. LPL. EEDB
BRIEPBEIRLIC K> TEEDPREICLDED. GEID
IEEOTMED BENDHEPREL TV

ZOLEEBBADOHREL THMRIURILEYNET
(& FRURIMRILTESFAREERKL.3DTY
> E—ERWTLMROEEEE. [EHHDYLE]
ELTEROFPHHICRELT. XMIEBYET
RETHIMIVBEAEZTOTVET AMERDOBERBIE
1&. BDAF¥F—IC&BT—ADEiIAH,. CADV7H
EEo/e T —REE.3DTV A —IC LB HANZEER
TITW REOEEERIEMRURZDZEDTOT
WEY,

ZOLTERRLERHEERIE. 8RECKFED
ROEFEZFN T EREAIZZS -3V %R
V. FELTOWET . BELEDH. BRLEDEHIC
o 7ALETHBIEERBLTEHSIIET. FEM
BEBEEHICRITANDZEICDRDPVET , Hitfie
ERDELZR T AR EEICEE UL
PEAEMDBOERZR/NRICEDB/=HD. [FIHK
WAER NS DBHMLEBTY .

Wakayama Prefecture abounds with small village
temples and shrines where local residents come
to pray. Such places of worship usually contain
Buddhist and other statues preserved for
hundreds of years. Their upkeep, however, is

increasingly being challenged by population

TIPS

{MBDEEETER UIBAIETR
Anti-Theft Measures Using Replicas of Buddhist Statues

decline and aging in rural communities, and
threatened by rising instances of theft.

To combat this situation, Wakayama Prefectural
Museum teamed up with Wakayama Technical
High School for a project that involves replacing
the original statues, which are transferred to the
museum for safekeeping, with 3D-printed copies.
Wakayama Technical High School conducts the
3D data scanning, modification of 3D data using
CAD software, and output using a 3D printer. The
surface color of the resulting models is applied by
Wakayama University students.

Once completed, these accurate reproductions
are taken to their respective local temples/shrines
by high school and university students, who hand
them over face-to-face, in the course of which
promoting a sense of appreciation among
community members toward the service rendered
on their behalf by young people. The project
typifies the “Wakayama Method,” which aims to
protect and preserve cultural property as precious
legacies of local and community history, while

minimizing disruption to places of worship.

O B HEREZBIEL TIREBLEREZEDEEBIC. FRICEOTERICBMNT 22X Y NEBREICT B,
O While identifying each region’s problems and forming a close relationship, clarifying advantages that
the schools could obtain by participating in the program.
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Cultural Property Relief Activities in the Event of Disaster

B 2 EHEL TFH0HIC

To preserve damaged cultural properties in partnership with various entities

EARER Basic information

EBER MRLEIBEYE. MRLUERBRESR. Core members: Wakayama Prefectural Museum, Wakayama Prefectural
FMILKZIZD Board of Education, Wakayama University, etc.

SEBEAR: 201 1ED Sk Active period: Continuing since 2011

F—7—F Key words

KE SULRIL AF 21— Disaster and cultural property rescue

01 WK LIzAREIE RO
Damaged main building of Kumano Nachi Taisha Shrine
02 FRERSHRTEE LR TS SN FARRAIsRaI &
Standing statue of the Amitabha Tathagata found in Nishiyama, Nachi-Katsuura
03 WELALHROEBE
Damaged temple hall in Nishiyama
04 FRFENIENIAMRDOE R
Parts from a damaged statue of Buddha
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DOBEEREEVELREBVHEORP. BIMED
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HEBICKBRT U TAT7IIN—T [BELEREE VN
OORE | DPRIEFRIEIN. WK U ELERDOIBERE
EBHILFRUEBHNERZELRVWSOBR T 5iE8%
BHELIz. EDBERICDOVTHEREIBIEL . TR
ILAZICHEL TREZBOHNER TERETVE
UZe. 3SR Z D/ AMEIC DOV TR £ A
LK EAGHEZZ I ZAEILKDOEEICR
BINTW=HDOEHBAL . BIEFMIL RIS YEE
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KEMRERRZ LRI T IFEFOMMSICHAT
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In September 2011, many parts of the Kii
Peninsula, where Wakayama Prefecture is located,
sustained extensive damage from river bank
breaches and landslides triggered by typhoon
Talas. In areas of Nachi-Katsuura Town along the

Nachi River, flooding and debris flows caused 23

TIPS

KEROLHAL AF21—

Cultural Property Relief Activities in the Event of Disaster

deaths, and damage to numerous cultural
artifacts. Salvaged in the course of rescue, and
recovery operations by the Self Defense Forces
and fire brigades were numerous personal
mementos such as photographs and school
yearbooks, as well as a damaged Buddhist statue.

In the wake of the disaster, Wakayama
Prefecture’s museum curators and university
faculty members quickly launched Rekishi-shiryou
Hozen Net, Wakayama (Volunteer network for
rescuing historical materials in disasters) to
identify lost or damaged historical materials, and
to call on members of the public not to discard
damaged and/or soiled materials. The group also
grasped information on the aforesaid artifacts,
which were sent to Wakayama University for
cleaning by student volunteers. The Buddhist
statue, which was eventually identified as
belonging to a temple in the Nishiyama District of
Nachi-Katsuura Town badly damaged by debris
flows, has since been transferred to Wakayama
Prefectural Museum for safekeeping.

This experience led to the establishment in 2015
of a network by the prefectural museums,
libraries, and educational boards for cooperating
in the safeguarding of historical materials in the
event of natural disasters, the objective of which is
to better prepare cultural heritage for

emergencies.

Cleaning of discovered mementoes O FESICBITBEDDRDUD BREFITIRILD,

05 #/FEHIBOHORKDERIEE
O Cross-sectional connections formed during normal times function effectively in an emergency.

06 KL I=HhFER
Damaged cadastral map
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Treasures in Schools

@ SR B BI=DDED

FRERCKEHTHHIC

To shed light on school materials

EARER Basic information

FEBHER MRLEEFRLIREDR. 821K, 89 Core members: Wakayama Prefecture Kii-fudoki-no-oka Museum of
BENERR . WERES Archaeology and Folklore, schools, museums, Board of Education
SEBHAR: 201 6ED S Active period: Continuing since 2016

F—)—K Key words

HROEHE . A, B OES . BRIEIE BR School partnership, teaching materials, local history, and material

marshaling and exhibition

01 BAICENZEDHY BETERIATNS
School reference room used for classes
02 £FEARET TR GERFOXETAHORE BRI TV
Housewares as well as materials on disasters such as tsunamis, are stored and exhibited
03 FETRIEBTO—BICRREINTVSENEHD
Some items are displayed in a hallway corner rather than in the room
04 BERIERETEREN CHRIRINERET IR
Curator in a science preparation room inspecting a stuffed specimen from the school
05 BEHELHL PBICLEVRFNTVSHEEHS
Since there is no material room, some items are kept in a storage room

028 029



06 SADERR. FREARICISHBOREIEND
Fishing tools. School materials show each region’s features

07 2016FICHRILRHCFERLEZD E TITo7eRESKDETF
2016 Exhibition at the Wakayama Prefecture Kii-fudoki-no-oka Museum of Archaeology and Folklore

60T, E7T5 Preservation / Education

FRICIE. XM EFATHELIADBEVWATF4
[EYIDIKEABIET e FIRLRT O
BHERR DIDAICISEH P EIBENZ < H BT FRD
BEMDPRIGERF ChHozeWVDEIAEHIET . F
Te M DE £ DOFBEHEONIERMDPEDPNIARE
ZRITTVBBEOEDHUEY . IhOITHIFDELE R
THBERBH. B TOHYELT,

BAETOFREREZREITEAL TV 3EKREDHY
FIH. AT EHEZOEDOPMELLTLED
TWe) ZROBEICH>TEESIN TLEZUL
T WEESN TV B EH EEBICEDFFEETNED
NODHYET.

STE RN TVKERENEZHEMELTERY
BT B REFRERIREICEOTIIREY
ERXALATHY . LIPEMBIEHTERNSTY . I
DEIBATFEERNEEDTIHETTLESDIFAEL
W ETT D IRT 72DICIEFR, Hilgl, %L
HELEWBWARFBOANEDHAL. &R Z
ERYBIEEERIENTIFTT  ARERE. FIR
EEEHERBZRCRIIBELDRELITRENZ
MOTVET  ETRAABRTEROEYZHRL T,
HIHDOEMEEL TERICHBEZE>THEEAD,

Schools are treasure troves of marvelous objects
that can be almost described as cultural
properties. For example, in Wakayama Prefecture,
it is often the case that historical remains and
burial mounds are located around schools, and

that school construction sites actually sit on such

TIPS

FRICHBT=DHED

Treasures in Schools

historical remains. In other cases, schools have a
collection room for invaluable items donated by
locals. These treasures serve not only as local
historical materials but also as teaching materials.
Today, such materials are still in use for
education at some schools, but, at other schools,
their collection rooms have now been reduced to
mere storerooms, or have been expunged due to
school renovation. The existence of the collection
rooms, along with the cultural properties stored
there, is now being threatened with extinction.
Now is the time that such endangered materials
be utilized as precious school materials. For
students, these materials serve as the most
familiar examples of tangible cultural properties
that can be appreciated with all their senses. It is
very tragic that these amazing materials are
unused and discarded. To preserve these
treasures, it is urgently necessary for people from
all walks of life, such as those from schools,
communities, and museums, to cooperate with
each other in developing an environment in which
school materials are effectively used. Such
materials have a great potential of uniting schools,
communities, and educational institutes. How
about searching for school treasures first and
building a collection room that can serve as a local

museum?

O ZROPICENERET BIEIEBRDHB.

O It is significant to store materials at schools too.

)
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Rescuing Cultural Properties: In the case of Surugaya

BMERADEHEFEH/=HIC

To preserve documents outside museums

EARER Basic information

EBEE MBLTIIEYEE Responsible Organization: Wakayama City Museum

JEENERR: 2014 D Sk Active period: Continuing since 2014

*—7—F Key words

REWRE. UEML A ¥ 21— EeEEE. /\ XA Insolvency, cultural property rescue, museum partnership, hands-on,
I BR and exhibition

01 BOARICIRD DR FABEMRF R
Wooden models of Japanese confections and picture example books passed down to Surugaya
02 [EEEARTHRICTRBFERIER 20145967
Checking materials at the former Surugaya factory (June 2014)
03 BAR—IVFEICHIS OB FAE 20145648
Wooden models of Japanese confections stored in cartons (June 2014)
04 [EEEARDSOEHDEVCHL 2014578
Materials being carried away from the former Surugaya (July 2014)
05 1RIDIBFRINA—TFDOF—4%ED 201457~
Data is taken for each wooden model and for each page of picture example books (From July 2014)

032 033



06 H3IRFME FIRILTILIEMER. 20175F7~8R) RER
At the special exhibition (Wakayama City Museum, July-August 2017)

07 BEARICEh OB F AR ZHEICHBRTFERT
A reproduced confection made from wooden models passed down to Surugaya
08 BEFABTRIRZMAHER (201745 HFHIRRMAENR)
Hands-on experience program using wooden models of confections (during
2017 special exhibition period)
09 BHREGHERTDOL o7 [SMET ] (20195)
“Reiwa Sweets” made in hands-on experience program using wooden models (2019)
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RIEDS550F MMM D EFHAETFIE [HARKEE
FE | P2014FICREMRELEL. [REEAEICIE T
FRAISZFRIN. FRFEEDLOOEER
AREDPBEPABEN TOWELe. SR OBIEICEDR
WV ABEDTL. FTEEDERLET. TOERDE
"I BHEARMDPLECEL . T THRIVBADFEE
BB TMRUOBELRENZHESEDDIFICIK
WABRW ] E—RERY BRREICHNZDTT. A
BRAEDEEZEET AWEBMACEREEY .
RAESH. HHIFBEIRE T SRERMEVICEFLE
L. MRUBREBEZESCEER. MRUERIL
EYEE. MRLERFRLEOR. MAMURINE
BEOFEEESOHBNER/ENE ABOKRESEEHA
L7eVBR 5% EL T D EAREEITVE L BIE
L7=E#13EH2,368 R RA—ILEI100F8ICE LW E
L7z,

ZHCEOTERIIER DB ERNBIENTE.
2015F ICHRILT L BMREDFEERUEL /. £L
T2017HICIEFHIRIER LEED Z—BAEDE
FAR | ZREL. RECARDENZ—ZICRELEL
Je. BAEREFARZE /BRI RBRREHEE
EINERRALTVETY.

Sohonke Surugaya, a Japanese confectioner in
business in Wakayama for over 550 years,
became insolvent in 2014. Surugaya at the time
owned numerous wooden confectionery molds
dating from the Edo period (1603-1868), which

faced the threat of dispersal in the event of the

TIPS

ESREL AF1—

Rescuing Cultural Properties: In the case of Surugaya

company’s liquidation, involving selling off real
estate, and ownership changes. Museum curators
in Wakayama joined forces to prevent any such
dispersal, regarding the molds as Wakayama’s
precious local heritage, which should be kept
together. The curators contacted the
administrator responsible for managing the
company’s assets, and worked against a tight
deadline to catalogue the molds for court
procedures. Curators and researchers from the
Cultural Heritage Division in Wakayama
Prefectural Board of Education, Wakayama
Prefectural Museum, Wakayama Prefecture
Kii-fudoki-no-oka Museum of Archaeology and
Folklore, and Wakayama Prefectural Archives
cooperated to measure, photograph, and
categorize the molds. A total of 2,368 items,
which filled nearly 100 shipping cartons, were
catalogued.

The molds, saved from dispersal by these
efforts, entered the collection of Wakayama City
Museum in 2015. A special exhibition titled
Surugaya’s Kashikigata: Wooden Molds of
Japanese Confections was held in 2017 to
showcase materials from the former Surugaya.
The molds are currently used also for the
museum’s hands-on educational experiences for

visitors.

O EHOFEPIRDHBHL CRRICITE T BAE—RED K],
O Prompt, speedy action in cooperation with experts is important.
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Rescuing Cultural Properties: In the case of Jakkain Temple

BHOREDPSMENEDLTB/=HIC

To connect material preservation with material inheritance

EATER Basic information
JEENEMR MFRLTLEYER. AFRILECEEE. F13R Responsible Organization: Wakayama City Museum, Wakayama
INRSAAEMEE . MFRLRBIISCERE. MRLERE Prefectural Museum, The Museum of Modern Art, Wakayama,

FERXLEER Wakayama Prefectural Archives, Cultural Heritage Dicition in Wakayama
SEBHART: 2017~20184 Prefectural Board of Education

Active period: 2017 to 2018
F—7—FK
XA L AF 21—, EREEE. R’ Key words
Cultural property rescue, museum partnership, and exhibition

01 FRABTAER-FEB2E (T12E)
Inside Jakkoin Temple and images on sliding
screens (images of bamboo and tigers)

02 FRLhTAER-REEEE (ATl ER)
Inside Jakkoin Temple and images on sliding
screens (images of peonies and peacocks)

03 FEFELEMOFEENHOL THREETOE
Curators from various fields cooperating in research
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04 FMILTTILIEMEETORERRE (2018%F3A8)
Exhibition at Wakayama City Museum to promptly report on research (March 2018)

05 FMLRILEREMEBOEERO—EBTHRNT (201859~107)
Introduced as part of a special exhibition at The Museum of Modern Art, Wakayama (September-October 2018)

06 FEILRIIEAMRE CHBIR [ RITEE | 26 (20185128 ~201941A)
Kurozumi Shodo special exhibition held at Okayama Prefectural Museum of Art (December 2018 — January 2019)

F4oT. /TS Preservation / Education

2017 3A . RN OFR-WAR,S . ERER
VETOTEERNHDPBRVDENTIELLED
EigDHYEL 7z, MAURILIBWEE. IR IE
REME. MRMURINER. IRLUERERES
XALEER. MR BYMEBOFERBLBIERIT
L. BRI THEZMMLEL . BRGBAOEYDHIC
|3EHR66MEZ I . Bl EXELEDTERIL
MDHREINTVEL. ZDR. £TRICHTZHHR MR
BZAEETITV. B AUESOER BEEE
(1877-1943) DFRBN DK THBZEDDLHPUEL
feo BRERRERYNDIPE. MRLBRELTRE
HEEEZIHD . EHOREFHICETHEL. ERED
BHELEOER BB DR RIE. RED [T
IEYBEMRACE | 5325 (20175128 FMIFRLHE
BEBESREIT) THESMESAICIDMERNICK
BFEBRELTARLEL,

DB POERISRAESNEL D YL = 8is
ISFNFRLT LB YRRICET LAY, 3220183 A ICRR
&R Lk, QR ICHMMLB LA KRS
TRRESVRYI L% ZFLTI2BICIZ S DIEE-
REEEOEHMTHHMILRIEMEBETORTE.
B OBERISULRREDBWD LA > TVEER L.

Wakayama Prefectural Museum was contacted in
March 2017 by Jakkoin Temple in Wakayama City.
The temple asked the museum to go through the
contents of its kuri (kitchen/office building) before
the building was demolished. Investigation

commenced without delay by curators from

TIPS

WAL AF1—

Rescuing Cultural Properties: In the case of Jakkoin Temple

museums and archives in Wakayama City. The
early Showa-era building contained rare and
valuable cultural artifacts including 66 sliding
screen panels, calligraphy, paintings, and
documents. A total of seven joint surveys were
conducted at the building, and the sliding screens
were identified as a hitherto publicly unknown
masterpiece by Okayama-born artist Shodo
Kurozumi (1877-1943). In partnership with
Rekishi-shiryou Hozen Net, Wakayama (Volunteer
network for rescuing historical materials in
disasters) and the Wakayama Association of
Architects and Building Engineers, project
participants worked to preserve the materials, and
explored the feasibility of reconstructing the kuri
elsewhere. Research papers by eight project
members provide summaries of the investigations
carried out in situ. These are included in the
Annual Bulletin of Wakayama City Museum
published the same year.

Sadly, the kuri building was demolished, but the
sliding screens were removed and entrusted to
Wakayama City Museum. An exhibition and a
symposium featuring the work were held at the
same museum in March 2018, and at The
Museum of Modern Art, Wakayama in September.
In December the work travelled to Okayama, the
birthplace of the artist for an exhibition, thereby

relaying the spirit of cultural property conservation.

O FIATHHR T ZET. FNEERDHS.

O Some materials can be preserved through quick action. J
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Timeless Use of Architecture as Cultural Properties

Xtz ERL DS EDMIEZEAS=HIC

To use a cultural property and simultaneously convey its value

EA15ER Basic information
EBER MRUERBZERIUGEER. RIAE Core members: Cultural Heritage Section of Wakayama Prefectural Board
EOEEEHS of Education, and Management Association of Negoro-Rekishi-no-Oka

SEENHARS: 2016ED ST Active period: Continuing since 2016

F—=7—F Key words

MALRADIRFEER. EEHE . TRIEEICEDREF Preservation and use of a cultural property, history education, and
preservation through civic activities

01 EEFOIARSHEE 02 BTHER
Former Wakayama Prefectural Assembly Hall before repair Completed building
03 1937FHRDERT 04 201 7FERHEROHT

Assembly held in 1937 Prefectural assembly in 2017

F60T.E7T5 Preservation / Education

[BFIRILBRFHEE L MRILERA OYEIRIC1898
FICERSN BRI TR BRI VEZORES
ICHEDNTVELD FHLLWRFTEDTR L/
T.1938FICIRBZBA. 2EBREIN TERMEE
BOTWVWEL LAL REICEMDEADKRELE
V. VDE5TROEZHIENERTFL TRLLEDE
PEEVELE. ZRICKUARILRIE2012FH»5
2016 I . BEBEL BB HEEEERLIZDT
T BERISRRFEFORTH o/t BEICHE
WRAEZITV —HEREFL. BRIERLIEDOATHE
LEL. BATH-—ZRBHMAT A DRRER
2017FICERXALRICIEE SN &L .

BELLMEL TEERFT BT T ZOff
ERPHRBIIANLICEDESRNEDTT . TD/HXL
MOEROREAT. RREMPEHRB. TL—
A—RE RFDOFEMOMAABZELTc. TOLTEH
PASREHBREI (FDEDELARTT. . VY —b
BEDANV DM ROTREEL THELERE LV
AXREOFRELELZ, ELT2017EICIIRFESO1H
EREShELE.

FNBALIE120FFIOZERFICEZRRY . RES
TEIFROTEEENEICBVENETDOTYT . XL
M OMEEREBHS., EDETEDBIPMIEZF
REBIED. SKOOENTVET,

Constructed in 1898 at the end of the east moat of
Wakayama Castle, the former Wakayama
Prefectural Assembly Hall was used not only for

assemblies but also for lectures and voting.

TIPS

However, the completion of a new prefectural
government building put the hall out to pasture in
1938. Relocated twice, the hall had been used as a
meeting place. While the building increasingly
deteriorated, there was a growing call for the
preservation of the building as a prefectural
memorial structure. This led Wakayama Prefecture
to conduct the third relocation and repair of the
building from 2012 to 2016. As the aimed area was
situated in the remains of Negoro temple, careful
excavation and research with detailed recording
and partial preservation were executed before the
relocation. The only extant Japanese-style
assembly hall in Japan was designated as an
important cultural property in 2017.

Mere preservation of cultural properties will not
allow people to fully appreciate their value or
effects. Accordingly, technologies, such as a
seismically isolated structural foundation, air
conditioning, and elevators, have been incorporated
The assembly hall has now been reborn as an
exciting venue for various events, including
concerts, junior high school symposiums and quiz
competitions. In 2017, the prefectural assembly
convened at the hall for a single day.

Overwhelmed by treasures handed down over
120 years, visitors can feel the passion of their
forebears to this day. It is now required to utilize

cultural properties conveying their charm and value.

O XL DMEZERERDS ERTDIETEDBNERRT B,
O Maintaining and utilizing the value of cultural property leads experiencing its charm and value.
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